said the title would be familiar to recent readers of the British Medical Journal, the letters in which were characterised by moderation of language in setting forth the case in which the writers were interested. He had long^felt that something should be done to improve the position of assistant medical officers of asylums, and so he had found himself in accord with the work of the committee of that 
Association, which had recently issued an interim report on the matter. That report advocated the more advanced education of all candidates for the post of assistant mcdical officer; indeed, some went so far as to urge that no appointments, certainly no senior appointments, should be given except to holders of the special qualification in mental science. Dr. McDowall had done much to press upon asylum committees the advisability of granting furlough leave to junior members of the medical staff of their asylums, so that they might specially study the subjects required by the universities granting diplomas in psychological medicine. Still, there were doubts as to its practicability, and the money factor must enter into the question. He 
